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Nancy Prada 
Coordinator  - Emilie Gamelin Centre 

Mother  GamelinMother  GamelinMother  Gamelin   

Open Monday to Friday  (9 AM - 4:30 PM) 
Self-guided or guided tours  

Reservations required (guided tours & groups) 
 
 

Free admission 
 

Centre Émilie-Gamelin  
12055 Grenet Street, Montreal, QC H4J 2J5 Canada 

(514) 334-9090  
fb.com/musee.providence | www.providenceintl.org 

This edition was dedicated to the celebration  
of the 175th founding of the Congregation.  
The article "Homage to our pioneers IV:  

The unknown history of the Gadbois Sisters"  
will be continued in future editions.  

https://www.facebook.com/musee.providence/


Sister Yvette  Demers, SP  
Vice-postulator  - Cause Emilie Gamelin 

   

11175 75 75 ththth   nniversary of the founding of the Sisters of Providencenniversary of the founding of the Sisters of Providencenniversary of the founding of the Sisters of Providence… … …    
A Jubilee on the horizonA Jubilee on the horizonA Jubilee on the horizon!!!

In His Providence, God announces to us a 
year of blessings! In confidence and joy we 
anticipate the celebration of this historic 
jubilee. We wish to prepare our hearts to 
fully enjoy the divine favors it holds and to 
share them with our parents, our friends 
and our readers of the "Echoes of Emilie". 
 

A Bit of History... 
 

For many years, Ignace Bourget, Bishop of 
Montreal, followed closely Emilie 
Tavernier’s dedication. This was especially 
true after the death of her husband, on 
October 1, 1827, and of her last child, in 
1828, when she dedicated herself to 
providing relief to elderly women with 
disabilities in Montreal. In 1841, during a 
trip in France, Bishop Bourget obtained 
some Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent 
of Paul to come to Montreal to take 
charge of the works of the committed 
widow Emilie Gamelin in his diocese. But 
then, in the spring of 1842, they were 
informed that the Sisters of France could 
no longer fulfill their commitment! Bishop 
Bourget and Madame Gamelin prayed and 
found only one solution: founding a new 
religious congregation. 

Seven young girls responded to the 
invitation of the bishop, and on March 25, 
1843, for the feast of the Annunciation, a 
novitiate was founded at the Maison de la 
Providence (House of Providence), also 
called La Maison Jaune (The Yellow 
House). That morning, after singing the 
Veni Creator, Bishop Ignace Bourget 
celebrated Mass, and after the last Gospel1 
he addressed a few words to the newly 
admitted novices:  

 

“Just as the Archangel Gabriel announced 
to Mary the mystery of the Incarnation,      
I announce to you, on behalf of the Church, 
that you are given the task of caring for 
the poor, of being a mother to them. Just 
as the angel told Mary not to fear, I tell 
you: Do not fear, little flock, grace will not 
be lacking for you. You will have crosses; 
you may expect them... 

"You do not have a mistress of novices, but 
I place you under the care of the Blessed 
Virgin. She will, I hope, serve you as a 
teacher." In your sadness, your sorrows 
and your worries, go to this good Mother;   
I do not fear leaving you alone with this 
august Mistress.” 
 

It should be noted that Emilie Gamelin, 
married and widowed, did not think about 
religious life. It was not until she shared 
some time living with the novices, when 
she had to instruct them in the works of 

charity, that the idea of completely 
consecrating herself to God came to her 
mind. Bishop Bourget approved her plan 
and, recognizing in her the "foundress he 
needed", he admitted her to the novitiate 
on October 8, 1843. 

 

Providence is always  
watching out for us! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sister Yvette  Demers, SP  
Vice-postulator  - Cause Emilie Gamelin 

To our regret, we 
were informed last 
July that our postu-
lator in Rome, Éric 
Sylvestre, PSS, had to 
resign from the Con-
gregation for the 
Causes of Saints, as he 
had just received a 
new obedience from 
his superiors that 
obliged him to leave 
Rome. 
 
Through the "Echoes 
of Emilie" publication, we want to reiterate all 
our gratitude to Mr. Éric Sylvestre, who has 
always shown great admiration for our 
Blessed Foundress and a total dedication to 
the work for the progress of her cause of can-
onization. We assured him of our fervent 
prayer as well as our wishes for great success 
for the future.            

Fortunately, even today, Provi-
dence is always watching out for 
us! On September 22, 2017, 
after consultation and various 
procedures, the Congregation 
for the Causes of Saints in-
formed us of the appointment 
of Brother Luigi Guarneri, F.E.S., 
as a new postulator for the 
cause of Canonization of Mother 
Gamelin.  
 

Brother Luigi Guarneri is a mem-
ber of the Congregation of the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools 
(FSC). He was born in Italy and is 
also a Canadian citizen since he 
lived in Toronto and taught for 
many years in Canada. 
 

He continued his experience in education 
through the course for promoters of saints, 
within the Congregation for the Causes             

of Saints. He received the highest 
degree of knowledge of the evalu-
ation process and obtained great 
praise as an apprentice postulator 
for the causes of the Saints. 
 

Later, the new postulator, at the 
suggestion of the Superior Gen-
eral and her Council, reappointed 
Sister Yvette Demers, SP, vice-
postulator of the same cause. 
 

Brother Luigi can rely on our 
warmest welcome and we assure 
him of our full cooperation. 

 
 
 

(Preserved at the Museum of the Sisters of Providence)  

Welcome to the new Postulator in RomeWelcome to the new Postulator in RomeWelcome to the new Postulator in Rome   

(Preserved at the Museum of the Sisters of Providence)  



Gratitude to Emilie  
 

Please address all favours obtained to: 

 

Bureau of the Cause of Emilie Gamelin 
12 055, Grenet Street 

Montreal, QC  H4J 2J5 Canada 
 

Sr. Yvette Demers, SP, Vice-postulator  
Phone: (514) 334-9090  (Ext. 208)  

ydemers@providenceintl.org 

 

To Blessed Emilie  

we confide  
all the intentions  

that you carry in your hearts,  
both spiritual and temporal;  

she will certainly know  
how to lend an attentive ear  

to all your needs. 

Gratitude to Emilie Gratitude to Emilie 
Blessed Emilie, very attentive to those who pray to her... 

Blessed Emilie Gamelin, 
intercede for those 

who are confident in you! 

Sister Yvette  Demers, SP  
Vice-postulator  - Cause Emilie Gamelin 

I prayed at the tomb of Blessed Emilie 
Tavernier Gamelin for my sixty-three year 
old sister who had colorectal cancer. I left 
petitions in the urn near the tomb, asking 
for healing through the intercession of 
Blessed Mother Gamelin. For the last 18 
months, my sister did not go for the 
magnetic resonance therapy (MRI) fearful 
of the results. Before Christmas, at the 
doctor’s suggestion, she went for the 
dreaded MRI. On December 18, she 
received the results and to her surprise, the 
MRI showed she had no more cancer. God 
knows I prayed for this intention con-
tinuously. I wanted to tell you about this 
great favor and to publish it with a grateful 
heart. P.S., Toronto, ON 
 
It is with a heart filled with gratitude that we 
say THANK YOU for all the encouragement 
of compassion and love that you showed 
for J., after the accident he suffered in 
August 2017. This took place through your 
thoughts and prayers and through the 
intercession of Mother Gamelin. It was 
certainly a gift from heaven that the Sisters 
of Providence put themselves on our path 
to offer us a helping hand and so ease our 
burden. Please accept this offering to keep 
the flame alive at the tomb of our 
protectress whom we thank with all our 
hearts. 
 D.D. and J.L., Ste-Anne-des-Plaines, QC 
 
Thank you to Blessed Emilie Gamelin to 
whom we prayed with confidence for 
successful surgeries for many members of 
my family: a cervical surgery for my brother; 
an open heart surgery for my nephew; the 
recovery of a great nephew from a very 
serious car accident; surgeries that I 
underwent for cataracts. We all had 
confidence in our good Mother Gamelin 
and together we thank her. 
 C.G., Lanoraie, QC 
 
Thank you for the prayers addressed to 
Blessed Mother Gamelin for my son who 
suffers from multiple sclerosis; the 
medication has improved his condition. 
 A.P., St-Basile, QC 
 
After the prayers offered through the 
intercession of Mother Gamelin, my painful 
hip has improved a lot. I continue to pray 
her fervently. A.L., Lachine, QC 
 
I prayed to Blessed Emilie for my son-in-law 
to find a job in Calgary, Alberta, and the re-

quest was granted. Therefore, he will be 
able to live with my daughter and their 
children. M.C., Edmonton, AB 
 
We would like to thank you for your prayers 
that Mother Gamelin answered M.-G. 
obtained a contract with Export 
Development Canada (EDC) until 
December 22. We hope that this contract 
will allow M.G. to earn a permanent 
position. S. and R.V., Montreal, QC 
 
Mother Gamelin, to whom I prayed, helps 
my eyes improve. I feel confident! 
 A.N., St-Lin-des-Laurentides, QC 
 
My faith in Emilie grows every day. I prayed 
to her; she assisted my daughter Y. to find a 
job and helped my sister, M., who had 
cancer and was cured after following the 
appropriate treatments. 
 O.C.R.U., Mayabeque, Cuba 
 
Thank you to Emilie for helping us to find  
a job, the sale or purchase of a home,  
a business, a place in a home for  
the elderly, etc.  
 

M.B., Montreal, QC 
R.G., Chute-aux-Outardes, QC 
C.G., Cornwall, ON 
L.P., Montreal, QC 
J.D., Joliette, QC 
J.M., Quebec, QC 
G.R.. St-Jean-de-Matha, QC 
F.R., Quebec, Qc 
D.A., Trois-Rivieres, QC 
M.G., Adstock, QC 
L.B.-R.,Charlesbourg, QC 
T.L., Montreal, QC 
S.G.H., Williamston, MI 
D.R., Laval, QC 
J.L., Quebec, QC 
J. & A. D., Trois-Rivieres, QC 
F.L., Montreal-Nord, QC 
J.-G.D.,Longueuil,QC 
V.R., Montreal, QC 
P.P., Trois-Rivieres, QC 
E.L.C., Mayabeque, Cuba 
M.L., Shawinigan, QC 
M.Q., Laurier-Station, QC 
D.B., Laval, QC 
M.B., Montreal, QC 
J.A.T., Baie-D’Urfé, QC 
M.V., Louiseville, QC 
M.L., Beauharnois, QC 
D.K., Montreal, QC 
P.A.T., Shawinigan, QC 
J.-M.B., Montreal, QC 

Emilie interceded to provide relief  
and material or spiritual assistance: 
 

M.P., Hawkesbury, ON 
B.M., Louiseville, QC 
Y,L., Shawinigan, QC 
L.G., Joliette, QC 
R.P., Montreal, QC 
L.D., Trecession, QC 
M.H., St-Edouard, QC 
G.A., Terrebonne, QC 
B.J., Chandler, QC 
C.B., Beloeil, QC 
H.M.D.S., Vancouver, BC 
H.L., Louiseville, QC 
R.D., Ste-Ursule, QC 
A.L, Chandler, QC 
Y.T., Pointe-aux-Trembles, QC  
M.M., St-Lazare, QC 
L.A., Sorel-Tracy, QC 
L.L.A., Louiseville, QC 
J.L., Earlton, ON 
L.V., St-Raymond, QC 
I.V., Lanoraie, QC 
J.T., Montreal, QC 
H.R., St-Jerome, QC 
R.B., Fall-River, MA 
M.R., Montreal, QC   
J.C., Levis, QC 
M.M., Anjou, QC 
M.V., Louiseville, QC 
L.L.D., Montreal-Nord, QC 
L.T., Boischatel, QC 
 
 
These are evidences of the power of 
Blessed Emilie Tavernier Gamelin’s inter-
cession. Let us continue to recommend to 
her our intentions of prayer, those of the 
Church, our public officials, our families, the 
young; the sick, the poor, the immigrants, 
etc. May this "Woman of Compassion", 
"Woman with an attentive heart", "Angel of 
the prisoners", "Providence of the poor", 
continue her mission of charity and 
compassion in our times and let us pray to 
God-Providence to hasten the much 
desired day of her canonization! 
  


