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“The charity of Christ urges us"

Living God's Providence creatively

in a time of pandemic

0And whil e
water and were in danger

they were

. & aqudll blewgverthe lakee |, dnd they Wweseedgking in
. They came and woke him saying

awakened, rebuked the wind and the waves, and they subsided and there was a calm. Then he

askedthem , 0 Wher e i s

another , © Wh o

umbing statistics: As of August

31 there have been 25,051,178

confirmed cases of Covid-19
globally and 843,586 known Covid -19 deaths
since January 2020. Of those deaths, 182,986
were in USA, 9120 in Canada, 11,289 in Chile,
5399 in Egypt, 3558 in Philippines, 717 in El
Salvador, and 201 in Haiti® We know that
each person who died has a name and loved
ones left behind, most of whom never had the
opportunity to say good -bye and to have a
celebration of life as they would have wished.
Many of these persons had countless selfless
health providers and first responders that
ministered to them and their families. Many
members of religious congregations were
among those who died. 7o what has the
Charity of Christ urged us or is now urging us?

The personal, social, economic and spiritual
impact of this invisible virus pandemic has
been staggering on the lives of all humanity
globally. We have come to understand our
interdependence and interconnectedness as a
vivid reality never experienced in such way in
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our lifetimes. Everyone is challenged to
discover meaning of interdependence for the
future of our global world and society and to
respond. 70 what has the Charity of Christ

urged us or is now urging us?

At the same time and not unrelated, we have
been moved by the pandemic of racism, police
brutality, peaceful and violent protests, social
and political divisions and cries for social
justice in many countries including all those in
which our sisters minister. 7o what has the
Charity of Christ urged us or is now urging us?

2020 natural
Hurricane Laura and Marco as well as wild

disasters such as the recent

fires, volcanos, floods and earthquakes have
added further distress and destruction in many
parts of the world. Climate change has been
blamed for many of these disasters. 7o what
has the Charity of Christ urged us or is now
urging us?

It is easy to become numb or overwhelmed
with the suffering (both close to home and far
away) which we see, read or hear about. I, too,
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Editorial

have experienced those painful feelings. But,
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overwhelmed, we do not have the luxury of
staying in that place because we are called by
Providence to respond creatively to suffering
wherever we see it. We do sonot alone but
with our sisters, other congregations and
partners who also are called to respond. We
draw our courage and our inspiration from the

Gospel and from those who have gone before
us who responded generously to the crises of
their time. 7o what has the Charity of Christ
urged us oris now urging us?

To be sure, the year 2020 is a year like no other

for our global community and for our
Congregation, as well. We have needed and
continue to need 2020 vision to see what is
emerging and what could merge. We need to
imagine what Providence is inviting to emerge
and what Providence is ready to help us bring

about. We need to do this together.

Among our many ZOOM meetings during
these months, our General Leadership Team
prepared for and participated in the Leadership
Conference of Women Religious Vvirtual
AKCxd+ "

Journey to the Borders and
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Our
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Vision:

the pandemic, it became all the more relevant
in the light of the 2020 multiple crises and the
that

experiencing. Speakers reminded us that it is

vulnerability all of us have been

from the space of vulnerability and grief that
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people, cannot afford to miss the chance
offered us at this time in our history. 70 what
has the Charity of Christ urged us or is now

urging us?

As | quietly prayed at the bedside of Sister
Helene Lebrun, sndd, while she lived her last
hours with us early Sunday morning, August
29, | reflected on a July 2020 article written by
Deborah Asberry. Deborah describes great
thinkers of the 20th Century that shaped her
life and work including scientists, philosophers
"1 | KCxzWzoG"l g yCz
issues and life itself. Many of them, such as
Teilhard de Chardin, Thomas Merton, Martin
Luther King, Jr., and Meg Wheatley, influenced

my own life. This paragraph from the article

particularly struck me and seemed so
consistent with our own efforts in the
transformation journey:
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great abyss as a species. Our collective
survival depends on our willingness to
evolve into a greater form of unity and
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possible to evolve into a new collective
mind that see the wholeness, the unity,

the interconnectedness and
interrelatedness of all of creation = no
exceptions.
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work across our varied experiences,
boundaries and cultures. We must listen
to one another. We must learn to ask real
questions and let the questions work
themselves in us. We need to pay
attention and learn how to learn together.

We can do this. We must do this. Our
o7 OGO" W | A% | q
much more time to make this collective
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leap into Love.

Love is our next leap.
Holding each other close, W+ A~ ¢ A"

leap together.

evolutionary

We have been impressed with how our
sisters have been responding with love and
courage to the pandemics of coronavirus
and racial injustice. In this Missive, you will
be hearing from some of our sisters about
kC"T GA/ zhas heéeh
impelling them during their experiences of
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2020. May their reflections inspire you to
share with others your own reflections on
how you are living
creatively during these times when several
types of pandemics are plaguing our

countries. During this time when we see so
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Affectionately in Providence,
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Sisters from Holy Angels Province enjoy eating together,
but keeping the necessary social distance.
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"The charity of Christ urges us."

Living God's Providence creatively at the time
of the COVID-19 pandemic, here are some responses from our
Sisters of Providence to this global crisis

COVID-19 ENTERS SALABERRY RESIDENCE

In unity, faith and hope, here are the highlights of our experiences

In April 2020, the virus we hear about every

day entered our home. One of the five Sisters
from another community, who lives with us, is
sick with it. It is such a shock for all the Sisters
of the house! The communities are deeply
afflicted fearing possible contamination.

Sister Céline BrousseauSuperior of the
Residence, communicates this bad news to

Claire sends a doctor in the person of Dr.
Rachel Savage and Mrs. Vida Wall, a health and
safety counsellor who came out of retirement,
to organize the care and the procedures to be
followed at Salaberry Residence, in order to
stop the pandemic as soon as possible. As a
result, Pavilion A, where the sick person is, is
isolated from the rest of the Residence, but the
virus is gradually doing its work: five or six of
our Sisters have already been declared sick.

Sister Céline decided to transfer all the sick to
the free rooms of the Hotellerie Providence
(pavilion B) in order to take care of them and
to spare her steps. The tasks accumulate and
even with the precious help of Sister Réjeanne
Turcotte, nurse, Sister Céline is exhausted and
with Sister Réjeanne they can no longer

answer the door, answer the phone and visit
the sick. Sister Céline cries out for help she

Sister Claire Houde, Provincial Superior. Sister needs arms to help her. Sister Claire Houde



and Mrs. Vida Wall repeat their requests to

CIUSSS (Health and Social Services Network),

but it took several

protective equipment.

days to receive any

On April 30, another screening test was done,
this time for all the people in Salaberry
Residence, and a dozen or so Sisters of the
house were found to be infected with the virus.

At the beginning of May , Sister Céline
continued to move the sick to pavilion B of the
Residence and Mrs. Vida Wall created hot and
cold zones. She closed the chapel and asked
for security guards. Complete isolation is
required for the other Sisters in the house. The
Sisters learn that day, after dinner, that they
should not take another step but rather return
to their rooms immediately. Security guards
are in all the corridors to enforce the rules.
From then on, meals are brought to the door

of the rooms.

Sister Céline the Superior, tells a journalist who
came to the house to inquire about the

situation that she always needs more help. On
May 9, a headline article appeared in Le Devoir:
"uxd NNoal d AR
l'aide" (The Sisters of Providence cry out for
help).
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The following female-volunteers come to help
us: Marie Amyot, Nicole Bélanger, Shirley

Richards,
Danoé Tanguay.

By day or by night, they do great services:
bring the mail, do our personal laundry, help
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Sabine Engrand, Karine Casault,

Special Report

the R.)

Sisters (from
Turcotte, receiving

carry the meal trays and start getting us
outdoors one by one, in their presence.

Our sick Sisters, helped by prayer and an
unshakeable trust in the God of Providence,
hold on and cling to life; some are more
affected than others, but they hold on.

Dozens of people call and write, using the
Congregation's website, to offer their help,
people from different backgrounds, all wanting
to help our dear Sisters who have done so
rauch far the peaple of Monteal.

On May 19, our Sisters from the General
Leadership Team come as a group, Signs in
hand, to try to encourage us in our illness and
our isolation. They walk around the house,
passing by each of our windows holding up
their signs and waving to us. How kind of
them!

On May 27th, we learned, to our dismay, that
Sister Céling our dear and devoted superior, is
—
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